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PRO BONONEWS

Some good news in a bad economy −
Ballard Spahr saw an 8000 hour
increase in the amount of pro bono time
donated by the firm this year, for a total
of 40,642 hours of legal services
provided to low-income individuals and
nonprofits that serve them or promote
civil and public rights. MMaarryy  GGaayy
SSccaannlloonn, Executive Director of Ballard’s
Pro Bono Program, attributes the
increase to three factors: the firm’s
steady expansion, intense interest in the presidential election
and related pro bono opportunities, and firm policies that
encouraged Ballard lawyers to stay busy and provide pro bono
legal services while the demand for legal services slowed in
other sectors. Says Scanlon, “Ballard Spahr makes a vital
contribution to the community when the firm encourages its
lawyers to help meet the increased demand for free legal
services created by the economic downturn.”

As a signatory to the Law Firm Pro Bono Challenge, developed
by the ABA and administered by the Pro Bono Institute at
Georgetown University Law Center, Ballard pledges to
contribute at least three percent of its billable time annually to
pro bono work. In 2008, the firm exceeded that goal for the
seventh straight year. Ballard is one of a handful of Am Law 100
firms whose lawyers, on average, meet both this challenge and
the American Bar Association’s goal for individual lawyers of at
least 50 hours of pro bono service a year.  

The firm’s commitment to public service is further reflected in
the numerous awards and recognition given to attorneys and
staff that appear on the pro bono page of its Web site. The
Philadelphia Business Journal has named Ballard the top donor
of volunteer time in the Greater Philadelphia region for the past
two years.

HOLOCAUST REPARATIONS PROJECT
When I was fourteen,
I was relocated to the
Bendzie ghetto in the
Winter of 1940, which
was located outside
the city. While I lived
in the ghetto, I sewed
buttons for German
uniforms in a Rosner
factory outside of the
ghetto in Poland from
1940 to 1942. …  In
1942 I was moved to a concentration camp (Greenberg) and
worked for a textile company named DWM.  In December of
1944 we marched to a second concentration camp (Bergen
Belsen) and [were] liberated in the Spring of 1945 by British
soldiers.  

So begins the narrative of a client assisted by Ballard attorneys
at a clinic for Holocaust survivors in Monmouth County, New
Jersey, on January 9, 2009. For a day, RRoosseemmaarryy  WWaallsshh, JJooeell
KKoorriinn,,  MMaarrllaa  RRoosshhkkooffff,,  LLaauurreenn  BBeeeettllee,,  KKeenn  MMoorrggaann,,  DDiioonnnnee
SSaavvaaggee,,  AAmmyy  TTrroojjeecckkii,, and AArraasshh  MMiiccaaiillyy sat with the survivors,
listening to their stories and uncovering details that might
entitle these clients to a one-time reparations payment from the
German government.  

Ballard is one of three law firms coordinating efforts in the Mid-
Atlantic region to identify and assist Holocaust survivors in
applying for the one-time payment of 2000 Euros, nearly $3,000.
To qualify for the payment, survivors must establish that they
performed “voluntary” work, narrowly defined by German law,
in a Nazi-run ghetto during World War II. Bet Tzedek Legal
Services of Los Angeles coordinated the national effort, through
which training materials and technical support were provided.
MMaarryy  GGaayy  SSccaannlloonn worked with a committee including legal
services agencies and Holocaust survivor groups to identify
eligible Delaware Valley residents and coordinate clinics to
assist them in filing applications. The reparations payment is a
welcome financial boost for the elderly survivors, many of
whom live on fixed incomes. Ballard lawyers volunteered for
the Monmouth County clinic in such overwhelming numbers
that some were turned away due to space constraints.
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THE DARK SIDE OF THE INTERNET: CYBER
DEFAMATION AND STALKING
Ballard lawyers represent two clients in separate
matters involving Internet hate crimes or defamation.  

Bonnie Jouhari was a fair housing advocate from Reading,
Pennsylvania, when she was targeted by hate groups as a
result of her housing integration efforts. In 1988, Bonnie and her
then 14-year-old daughter fled Reading on the advice of an FBI
agent who feared for their lives after her picture and address
were posted on the Internet; a depiction of her office exploding
in flames was posted on a Web site, with the warning that
“race traitors” would be hung; and a dead rabbit was hung on
her porch. The Southern Poverty Law Center represented her in
Fair Housing actions against the white supremacists who
hounded her. She obtained a judgment of $1 million against a
neo-Nazi group and its leader and a settlement against the
Grand Dragon of the United Klans of America, requiring him to
publicly apologize, issue public service announcements on his
radio program, and perform community service.  

Unfortunately, Jouhari’s troubles did not end with the lawsuits.
Threats have forced Bonnie and her daughter to move 15 times.
The money judgment has never been enforced, she continues
to encounter threats and harassment, and she now is destitute
and undergoing chemotherapy. Ballard attorneys are helping
her to address ongoing Internet threats and pursue the terms of
the judgments she obtained almost a decade ago.

SStteepphheenn  KKaasstteennbbeerrgg,,  DDoonnnnaa  PPaaggee,,  JJoonnaatthhaann  SSaattiinnsskkyy, and
JJoonnaatthhaann  SScchhmmiiddtt represent a Yale law student in a
libel/defamation suit arising out of scurrilous postings about her
on AutoAdmit, a law student discussion board, which claims
700,000 visitors a month. The woman was one of two female
Yale law students targeted by AutoAdmit posters, who falsely
accused them of sexual, legal, and academic misconduct and
advocated violence against them. The AutoAdmit posters then
“Google-bombed” the two women, filing multiple postings so
that anyone searching for them on the Internet, such as

potential employers, would retrieve the scurrilous information.
The Communications Decency Act of 1996 precluded the two
women from suing the Web site (or its administrators) directly,
but in 2007, they filed suit against many of its posters, including
one of its now-former administrators, in his individual capacity.
They believed the latter had posted objectionable content about
them, had created another offensive Web site (T14 Talent), and
had posted photographs of one of the women on T14 Talent
without her consent. After being voluntarily dismissed from the
underlying lawsuit, the former AutoAdmit administrator
countersued the female students and their attorneys for claims
including abuse of process, libel, slander, and tortious
interference with contractual relations, alleging that his job
prospects had been damaged by the AutoAdmit controversy.
Ballard represents the female student as a defendant in that
suit.  

DENVER OFFICE ASSISTS INJURED
MILITARY PERSONNEL

DDeevvoonn  KK..  MMccGGrraannaahhaann,,
BBrriittttaannyy  CCaarrvveerr,,  AAnnddrreeaa
LLeeiiddeerr,,  RRyyaann  HHoowwee,,  JJiimm
BBiicckkffoorrdd,, and PPaauull  SSccootttt
in the Denver office
have been assisting
injured soldiers who are
leaving the U.S. Army

through its Physical Disability Evaluation System (PDES).
Military personnel who leave the service with medical
disabilities are given a rating that determines their eligibility for
disability pay and medical services. The rating is arrived at
through an evaluation process, in which the soldier has the
opportunity to contest the Army’s determination if it does not
accurately reflect the nature or extent of his or her injuries. The
National Veterans Legal Services Program (NVLSP) provides
training, materials, and referrals to pro bono attorneys through
its Lawyers Serving Warriors (LSW) project. Working with
wounded soldiers, the Ballard attorneys compile detailed
information about each one’s medical history and assist the
soldier with thoughtful, detailed responses to military
communications, improving the potential for his or her outcome
with the medical disability retirement program.  

In one case, an Army mechanic based in Fort Hood, Texas, who
had served a tour of duty in Iraq was notified that he would be
medically separated from the Army. The soldier, a husband and
father of three, wanted to retire from the Army with full
disability benefits. A rating of 30 percent or greater entitles a
soldier to receive lifetime disability benefits. Ballard counsel
helped the soldier receive the desired disability rating. Now
temporarily retired from the military, this soldier awaits
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reevaluation of his case in four months, as he was placed on
the Temporary Disability Retirement List (TDRL) − a designation
that requires periodic medical evaluations. The soldier has
secured civilian employment in the Fort Hood area and
continues to receive treatment. In addition: he writes a blog
seeking to educate the public on the challenges faced by
soldiers returning home from war.

A second soldier, a Health Care Specialist based in Fort Carson,
Colorado, is still being processed through the system. Ballard
counsel also helped him receive a desirable rating; he is
currently deciding whether to accept the rating and retire or
ask for a reconsideration. If the current findings are accepted,
this soldier also will be placed on TDRL and his case will be
reevaluated by the Army in 18 months (and for up to five years
thereafter, until the Army retires him with a permanent disability
rating).

GUANTANAMO BAY: INTERNATIONAL LAW
AND THE MILITARY COMMISSIONS ACT
In October 2008, the National Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers (NACDL) requested assistance to help brief issues
involving international law defenses to the imposition of capital
punishment against Guantanamo Bay detainees being tried
under the Military Commissions Act. The NACDL provides legal
research and support to defense attorneys representing
detainees in military commissions trials and habeas corpus
proceedings.  

Working under a tight deadline and the supervision of BBeetthh
MMoosskkooww--SScchhnnoollll,,  SSaappnnaa  AAnnddeerrssoonn,,  EErriinn  KKeepppplliinnggeerr,,  TTeejjaall
MMeehhttaa,,  AAlleexxaannddrraa  TTeebbaayy,,  RRuutthh  UUsseellttoonn, and MMaarryy  GGrraayy
DDaavviiddssoonn researched a trio of issues concerning the
applicability of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR) and the Vienna Convention on Consular
Relations to the Military Commissions Act and the Rules for
Military Commissions, including whether the death penalty
provisions in the domestic statute had due process protections
required by the international conventions. The NACDL
commended the Ballard team’s efforts and has circulated its
memos as a resource for counsel representing detainees.

VOTING RIGHTS A PRIORITY FOR BALLARD
LAWYERS
Once again, Ballard attorneys have
proven themselves to be die-hard
democracy junkies!  In 2008,
140 attorneys donated more
than 3,500 hours to election-
protection activities across the
country.  In addition to working
in election courts and
representing voters at the polls,
lawyers and summer associates also
prepared voting rights manuals for several states under the
auspices of the national Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law. Ballard attorneys also participated in hot-button
presidential campaign issues, defending a primary eve legal
challenge to the placement of polling places in Nevada and
representing the Obama campaign in a Pennsylvania case
involving an effort to remove Obama from the ballot on the
grounds that he is not a U.S. citizen. (Note: Ballard’s motion
prevailed!)  

EELLEECCTTIIOONN  PPRROOTTEECCTTIIOONN  FFOORR  FFIIRRSSTT  AAMMEERRIICCAANNSS

RRooxxaannnn  GGaallllaagghheerr was awarded the 2009 President’s Medal for
Social Embeddedness by Arizona State University for her work
with the Arizona Native Vote Election Protection Project.
According to the Native Vote Project:

Since the Indian right to vote has been recognized, Indian
voters have faced many challenges in obtaining and
protecting the fundamental right to vote.  Even after Indians
were granted citizenship in 1924, the right to vote was not
extended to Arizona Indians until 1948, and English literacy
tests prevented most Indians from participating in elections
until 1970. Since then, many obstacles have prevented
Indians from participating fully in the electoral process. The
most recent assault on the Indian right to vote is the Arizona
voter identification law, which resulted in a sharp decrease
in Indian voters in 2006.

Roxann joined 52 other volunteers to
work with Arizona’s tribal communities
and members to ensure access to the
polls and prevent disenfranchisement
on November 4, 2008. 

Roxann also fields 7 to 10 calls a week
as a participant in the Navajo Nation
Bar Association Legal Hotline. RRooxxaannnn  GGaallllaagghheerr
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BALLARD SPAHR JOINS FIGHT FOR
JUVENILE JUSTICE IN LUZERNE COUNTY
By now, most people have heard about the two Luzerne County,
Pennsylvania, judges who were indicted for accepting $2.6
million in kickbacks from a private juvenile detention center,
causing the Pennsylvania Supreme Court to appoint a special
master to review the thousands of juvenile cases affected by
their actions. What they may not have heard is the stories of
individual juveniles caught up in that process.  

Long before the FBI began its investigation, the Juvenile Law
Center in Philadelphia had begun collecting anecdotal evidence
about the lack of procedural protections afforded juveniles in
Luzerne County. When JLC was able to back up that evidence
with state statistics showing that juveniles in Luzerne County
were eight times more likely to be removed from their homes
than juveniles elsewhere in the commonwealth and that more
than half of all youth appearing in Luzerne County courts lacked
legal representation, JLC filed a King’s Bench Petition
requesting that the state Supreme Court intervene. For a year,
the Supreme Court did not act, but the filing of the suit brought
a rush of juveniles and their families to
JLC seeking assistance. JLC’s staff was
hard-pressed to handle all of the cases,

TTaammaarr  CCeerraaffiiccii,,  SSaappnnaa  AAnnddeerrssoonn, and
SShhaannnnoonn  FFaarrmmeerr also represented a
Luzerne County juvenile, for whom the
denial of effective assistance of counsel
almost caused his unwarranted
deportation. Sixteen-year-old Ricky was
arrested with a group of young men for
allegedly taking a cell phone. He and his
family are legal permanent residents of
the United States who left the
Dominican Republic when Ricky was 11.
Nevertheless, his English language skills
were limited, and when he was
arrested, he did not entirely understand
what was happening. Eventually, Ricky’s
family hired defense counsel who did
not speak Spanish. The lawyer failed to
investigate the facts behind the charges
or seek to transfer Ricky’s case to
juvenile court, even after the felony
charges providing the jurisdictional
basis for the criminal court were
dropped for lack of evidence. Instead,
he counseled Ricky to plead guilty to an
adult felony charge, while representing
another defendant who had cut a deal
to testify against Ricky and the
remaining defendants. Although Ricky
maintained his innocence, he was so
traumatized from three months in the
Luzerne County Correctional Facility,
including a severe beating by the police
and prison guards, he agreed to plead
guilty. The plea resulted in probation
and an order from the judge to learn
English or spend the rest of his
sentence (two years) in jail. As a
noncitizen, though, Ricky was
immediately detained as a prelude to
deportation. No one had told him that
the adult felony charge meant he would
be deported to the Dominican Republic,
where he had no immediate family or
means of support. To make matters

worse, his girlfriend, also a legal resident, was pregnant with
their first child.

Maggie Niebler, an immigration attorney with HIAS, came to
Ballard for assistance with Ricky’s case. With translation
assistance from Ballard Pro Bono Program staff member MMaayyrraa
TTrrooeennddllee, Tamar began a campaign to have the adult criminal
conviction overturned.  After weeks of negotiation, cajolery, and

so Ballard lawyers volunteered to help.  

KKeennyyaa  MMaannnn and AAmmyy  SShheellllhhaammmmeerr
filed a habeas petition on behalf of a
high school honor student who was
sentenced to a juvenile facility after
volunteering to a teacher that she had
gotten high in her car before school.
The first-time offender was not afforded
legal counsel at her brief hearing and
spent two weeks in detention before the
Ballard lawyers prevailed on her
habeas petition. The student was so
concerned that she would be sent back
to detention, she rescheduled her final
exams so that she could complete them
before her retrial. By the time the
second trial occurred, the initial judge
had been reassigned. Represented by
Shellhammer and GGiinnaa  SSmmiitthh, the girl
received a more conventional
disposition involving drug and alcohol
counseling and no detention. AAddaamm
FFiinnkkeellsstteeiinn and JJoohhnn  GGrruuggaann also
represented the family in a successful
challenge to the county’s attempt to
force the family to pay the costs of the
girl’s unconstitutional detention.  

The Juvenile Law Center subsequently
honored Kenya and Amy with its Pro Bono Award in June 2008.

Kenya Mann

Mayra Troendle

Shannon Farmer

Sapna Anderson

Tamar Cerafici

Gina Smith

Amy Shellhammer
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jurisdictional arguments, backed up by the filing of a habeas
corpus petition, Tamar was able to persuade the district
attorney to rescind the adult felony conviction and arrange a
plea agreement to lesser juvenile charges. Ricky, who had used
his seven months in immigration detention to learn English, was
released from immigration custody just days before his son was
born. The 18-year-old now has a job and a renewed
commitment to his family and future in the United States.  

WILLS FOR HEROES UPDATE
Ballard Spahr attorneys and staff continue to participate in
Wills for Heroes clinics across the country, providing first

responders with free estate planning services. In 2008, more
than 100 Ballard attorneys and staff participated in clinics that
produced more than 1,900 wills for first responders at events
from Beverly Hills, California, to Washington, D.C. Highlights
have included a clinic for U.S. Park Police at the Statue of
Liberty and teaming with client Exelon’s legal department in
June to coordinate a corporate service project that featured
Wills for Heroes clinics in both Philadelphia and Chicago.
Thanks in no small part to the efforts of DDaanniieell  MMccKKeennnnaa, who
recently became a board member of Wills for Heroes, the
program is now active in eight of the 11 states where Ballard
has offices, with plans to expand to the other three.  

We like to say that the Ballard Spahr Pro Bono Program is like a

big tent with plenty of room for the diverse interests of the
lawyers and staff and the public interests of the communities
where they work and live. The following is a sampling of
recent pro bono matters under the tent.

EXTREME HOME MAKEOVER II -
BETHESDA EDITION

Last year, we honored the efforts of the Voorhees office that
culminated in a new Extreme Makeover: Home Edition home
for the Marrero family. This year, our Bethesda office
assisted a Montgomery County, Maryland, family in
becoming eligible to receive a much-needed home from the
popular ABC reality show. In both cases, local nonprofits or
government agencies contacted Ballard and asked for
lawyers to represent the family pro bono, which we were
only too happy to do!

LLyynnnn  RRzzoonnccaa  (Philadelphia) and Kevin Stepanuk, Associate General Counsel at

Exelon, assist a first responder at a clinic at Exelon’s Limerick, Pennsylvania,

Generation Station.

UNDER THE BIG TOP

The Jackson family

continued next page...   
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This time, it was a homeless family of 15 who benefited. Felicia
Jackson, a mother of four, had agreed to take in her sister’s 10
children when the sister died of cancer. However, the resulting
family of 15 found it impossible to find affordable housing and
did not want to be split up in foster homes. County authorities
identified a property and arranged a loan to allow the family to
purchase it. The county then reached out to Ballard to
represent the family’s interests in the home’s purchase. The firm
also represented the family through the contract process with
ABC and set up a trust to monitor donations for the upkeep of
the property and education of the children.  

The Jackson family’s story aired as Extreme Home Makeover’s
season premiere in September 2008.

BALLARD REPRESENTS MEXICAN
AMERICAN LEGAL DEFENSE AND
EDUCATIONAL FUND IN HATE-
CRIME CASE 

In July 2008, 25-year-old Luis Eduardo
Ramirez Zavala was attacked by teens in
Shenandoah, Pennsylvania, and died two
days later. During the deadly attack, one of
the perpetrators reportedly warned: “You
tell your [expletive] Mexican friends to get
the [expletive] out of Shenandoah.”  The
allegations of ethnic animus for the attack
have focused international attention on the
teens’ trial, which began April 27. The
Mexican American Legal Defense and
Educational Fund (MALDEF) has asked DDeeee
SSppaaggnnuuoolloo and KKuurrtt  LLuunnkkeennhheeiimmeerr to assist
it in monitoring the trial and helping prepare
Mr. Ramirez’s fiancé for her testimony. 

VICTORY FOR TRANSPORTATION FOR DISABLED
WORKERS

HHaarrrryy  WWeeiissss successfully represented the
ARC of Chester County, Pennsylvania, in a
transportation dispute before the
Pennsylvania Utilities Commission. Many of
the ARC’s clients with mental retardation
rely upon public transport to get to their jobs,
but the rates of the existing transportation
provider for disabled clients were so high
that they consumed much of their benefits.
However, when the ARC sought to run its
own buses, the existing provider claimed
that it had an exclusive contract to transport all mentally
retarded citizens in Chester County. In October 2008, after
hundreds of hours of briefing, hearings, and appeals, the ARC

was granted the right to contract with local mental health
agencies and run its own buses. That same month, Harry was
honored with the ARC’s Presidential Award for his pro bono
services.

SLC LAWYERS BATTLE PREDATORY LENDER

TToonnyy  KKaayyee and SStteevvee  BBuurrtt prevailed
against a predatory-lending scheme that
threatened to put a single mother and her
family on the street. The client was a
single mother of three children, pregnant
with her fourth, and bedridden after
cancer surgery when she was
approached at home by lenders who had
identified and targeted her based on
county documents indicating that
foreclosure proceedings had been
initiated against her home. The lenders
prevailed upon the client to sign a bridge
loan with an exorbitant/illegal interest
rate. They subsequently tried to take the
house through a foreclosure sale,
possibly to an accomplice buyer. Tony
and Steve determined that the bridge
loan note was illegal from the inception
and forced its rescission.  They also
negotiated a deal that allowed the client
to sell her home on the market, recover
her equity, repay the second loan, and move into an affordable
home. In November 2008, Tony and Steve’s were honored by the
Legal Services corporation and the Utah State Bar.

HELPING FAMILIES CARE FOR FAMILIES

Thank you 4 helping to keep me with my
brothers and family.

So read the thank-you note to AAddrriieennnnee
WWiillhhooiitt (Phoenix) from the 7-year-old boy
with the gap-toothed grin after she
secured guardianship for his
grandmother over the boy and his 5-year-
old twin brothers. The boys’ grandmother
needed to obtain legal guardianship to
prevent their being placed in foster care
and legally provide for them. In May 2009,
Adrienne was named the Guardianship Attorney of the Year by
the Volunteer Lawyers Program of Maricopa County for her
representation of several grandparents, great-grandparents,
and other relatives seeking guardianship over young children
whose parents are unable to care for them due to drug abuse,
extreme youth, or incarceration.  

Kurt Lunkenheimer

Diana Spagnuolo

Harry Weiss

Steve Burt

Tony Kaye

Adrienne Wilhoit
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HOMELESS ADVOCACY PROJECT HONORS
NAVARRO

HHeeccttoorr  NNaavvaarrrroo was honored
in December 2008 for his
“Deep Commitment and
Outstanding Service to the
Clients of the Homeless
Advocacy Project.” As an
example of his dedication,
we note Hector’s efforts over
a two-year period to obtain a birth certificate for a client from
Puerto Rico whose birth had never been registered by the
attending midwife. Hector’s advocacy was tireless and included
visiting the Puerto Rican registry office during his own vacation
to the island. For years, Hector has been a consistent and
dedicated volunteer at the bimonthly clinics Ballard sponsors
with HAP at the Sunday Breakfast Association homeless
shelter.

DOUBLE SOCIAL SECURITY
VICTORY

In 2008, KKeellllyy  KKiinnddiigg, with supervision by
CCaarrll  RRoobbeerrttss, scored not one but two
Social Security benefits victories for
disabled clients of the Homeless
Advocacy Project.  

In March, Kelly obtained a finding of
total medical disability for a client with
bipolar disorder. Such cases are
extremely hard to win, but a well-
prepared Kelly and her client left the
hearing with an oral decision by the
judge. This was a life-changing result
for her client, who had suffered from
anxiety, panic, and bipolar disorders
since his early teens, without ever being
diagnosed. A single father with five
children, he was attending Drexel
University with the hopes of becoming a
doctor when his bipolar disorder began
to manifest in an extreme way and he

had to drop out of school. He lost his children to foster care and
became homeless.  For the client, the Social Security benefits
represent a stable income that will allow him to get adequate
housing, stabilize his medical condition, and attempt to regain
custody of his children.

In December, Kelly, with assistance from HHeeccttoorr  NNaavvaarrrroo, won
a Social Security appeal in favor of a second client who was
found to be fully disabled by a back injury. At the same time, the
client won a workers compensation award for that injury, which
Kelly quickly recognized might imperil his eligibility for Social
Security benefits.  Kelly and Hector worked with the client’s

workers compensation attorney to ensure that the client either
spent down the workers compensation award or set up a
special needs trust so that his hard-won SSI benefits could
remain intact.

TAX HELP FOR MIGRANT WORKERS

In June 2008, JJaaccqquuee  GGrraayy was honored by Philadelphia
Volunteers for the Indigent Program as the Volunteer of the
Month. For many years, Jacque has volunteered several
weekends a year at the Kennett Square tax clinics sponsored
by VIP and Friends of Farmworkers, in the heart of
Pennsylvania’s mushroom-farming region. The clinics were
established after farm workers were victimized by tax preparers
who both overcharged them and filed inaccurate returns, which
subjected the workers to tax penalties and liability. 

TRANSACTIONAL HELP FOR HABITAT FOR
HUMANITY INTERNATIONAL 

In late 2008, DDiiaannnnee  PPiicckkeerrssggiillll and MMaarryy  GGrraaccee  FFoollwweellll were
retained as pro bono counsel by Habitat for Humanity
International to draft standard documents to be used by its
affiliates across the country in applying for grants under the
Neighborhood Stabilization Program, which is part of the 2008
Housing and Economic Recovery Act, allocating money to
states to target blight by spending in local areas. In the quickly
changing landscape of economic-recovery legislation, the law
was then amended to provide for loans rather than grants. So,
rather than drafting template grant documents, Dianne and
Mary Grace have been assisting Habitat with interpretation of
the new law, amendments, and regulations being issued to
implement it.  They have worked with Habitat’s Atlanta
headquarters and Washington, D.C., governmental affairs unit,
participating in teleconferences with HUD and speaking to 100
affiliates on a training conference call. They have also helped
Habitat draft suggestions for legislative changes.

Carl Roberts

Kelly Kindig
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ESTABLISHING A NONPROFIT TO FUND PROGRAMS
FOR ABUSED CHILDREN

The Children’s Trust Fund of Pennsylvania, a governmental
entity that provides funds for community-based children’s
programs and services for child abuse and neglect prevention,
recognized lawyers and support staff from Ballard Spahr and
Reed Smith LLP for extraordinary pro bono service on
September 9, 2008. The two firms teamed up to create a new
organization, the Friends of the Children’s Trust Fund of
Pennsylvania, a fundraising arm for the CTF. The lawyers
prepared corporate legal filings and tax filings to secure
nonprofit, tax-exempt status with the Internal Revenue Service.
The Ballard Spahr team was led by CChhrriissttoopphheerr  JJoonneess, an
associate in the Tax Group. 

BALLARD SPAHR ASYLUM AND IMMIGRATION
PROJECT

Ballard Spahr alumnae AAlllliissoonn  KKiinnsseeyy (now at Wyeth), SShheerreeeenn
CChheenn, and WWiilllliiaamm  SSiimmmmoonnss have assisted a native of Somalia
in obtaining his green card after protracted legal proceedings.
The man had been persecuted because of his lower-caste,
minority-clan status and prior association with the government
of dictator Siad Barre. After entering the United States in 2000,
the client filed an application for asylum and withholding of
removal, and for relief under the Convention Against Torture
(CAT), based on persecution due to membership in a social
group.  Although the United States immigration authorities
initially ordered that the client be removed to Somalia, he
initiated a series of appeals, which led to a Third Circuit order
staying his appeal and a remand to an immigration judge to
review the conditions in Somalia relative to his clan status.

Almost eight years to the day after the client filed his
application for asylum, Allison presented expert testimony
about the conditions in Somalia and the current treatment of

members of the client’s clan, and the immigration judge granted
his application for asylum. William is now assisting the client in
completing the paperwork and hearings needed to obtain his
green card.

AWARDS CORNER
2008 ALAN J. DAVIS AWARD - 

In 2007 Ballard Spahr established the Alan J. Davis Award,
named for an esteemed Ballard litigator and former city
solicitor. Ballard created the annual award in his memory to
honor an individual or group at the firm for exemplary legal
representation in a matter involving the public good. The
award carries a prize of $25,000, which the firm donates to an
organization of the winner’s choosing.

On June 10, 2008, the first Alan J. Davis Award was presented
to JJaassoonn  LLeecckkeerrmmaann, an associate in the Philadelphia Litigation
Department. In 2006, Jason was asked by HIAS and Council
Migration Service of Philadelphia to evaluate whether a
refugee from Guinea had a claim for asylum. The challenge of
this undertaking stemmed from the client’s inability to
communicate her story: The 29-year-old deaf mute female had
never been taught sign language, and had arrived in the U.S.
from a refugee camp on a diplomatic passport but with no
known diplomatic ties. While the client appeared to have been
traumatized, the immigration agency had been unable to
ascertain her history or determine if she had grounds for
asylum. Jason undertook the challenge and assembled a team
of experts to assist the young woman. He painstakingly built a
team of translators who essentially created a language for the
young woman. With their assistance, Jason was able to piece
together his client’s story and establish that she had been
subjected to severe female genital mutilation (FGM) as a child;
that her father had been killed in violence in Guinea, forcing her
to flee with her mother to Sierra Leone; and that she had been
raped by soldiers there. When her mother died, she was left to
fend for herself on the streets.  The client made her way to a
refugee camp, from which she was eventually transported to
the U.S., probably for her safety. Jason found an expert on FGM
and its consequences and another expert on the conditions in
Sierra Leone and Guinea, who wrote a report detailing why it
would be a virtual death sentence to return the client to those
countries. At the client’s hearing, Jason made a compelling
case for humanitarian relief, as, despite all of the above, the
client had only tenuous legal grounds for relief.  In August 2007,
the client was granted a green card, surprising even the
immigration agency that referred the case. Jason continued to
advocate for his client, locating an interpreter who agreed to
teach the client sign language, and securing the state’s

Mary Gay Scanlon joins Reed Smith attorneys to accept a print by noted

children’s book illustrator E.B.Lewis from CTF Board member Frank Cervone of

the Support Center for Child Advocates.
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agreement both to pay for those services,and to assist the
client to find a job. As this case unfolded, Jason’s advocacy on
behalf of this client far exceeded the normal scope of pro bono
representation, and we are proud to honor him. Jason was also
awarded the Pennsylvania Bar Association’s 2008 Pro Bono
Award for his work on behalf of this client.

Jason divided the Alan J. Davis Award among HIAS and
Council Migration Service, the agency that referred the case;
Berks Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services, which is providing
educational and employment services to his client; and
Philadelphia Legal Assistance, the federal legal services
agency for poor people in Philadelphia County, on whose board
Jason serves. 

2008 BALLARD SPAHR PRO BONO AWARDS

In addition to the Alan J. Davis Award, Ballard Spahr
annually recognizes four other individuals or teams of Ballard
lawyers and staff for their pro bono efforts. A $1,000
contribution is made to the nonprofit designated by each
honoree.

EEllkkttoonn  HHoommeelleessss  TTeeaamm

MMaatttthheeww  SSuummmmeerrss led a team from the Baltimore office to
challenge harassment of the homeless in Elkton, Maryland. The
ACLU referred the case, which involved (1) a challenge to a
loitering ordinance enacted by the Town of Elkton in June 2007,
and (2) a claim for violation of the constitutional rights of nine
Elkton homeless people, whose campsite and personal
belongings had been bulldozed by the town. The team,
including JJoosseepphh  BBeelllliinnggeerr,,  BBeennjjaammiinn  KKeelllleeyy,,  JJeennnniiffeerr  KKeeyysseerr,,
TTiimmootthhyy  MMccCCoorrmmaacckk, and LLiissaa  WWeellsshh, filed suit seeking a
declaration that the loitering ordinance was unconstitutional, as
well as relief for the individual plaintiffs. The day before its
response was due, the town repealed the loitering ordinance in
recognition of the serious constitutional deficiencies. Discovery
and settlement negotiations are still ongoing on the claim for
violation of plaintiffs’ rights, but the case has become a
springboard for the ACLU and local churches and homeless
advocacy groups to pursue systemic relief for homeless
individuals in the Elkton area. In June 2008, the Maryland Bar
Association awarded its annual Pro Bono Service Award to
Matthew for his work in the case.

The Elkton team designated their donation to be made to the
Meeting Ground, the only agency in Elkton that operates
overnight shelters for the homeless and which plans to
establish a day shelter, which may greatly benefit our clients. 

NN..JJ..’’ss  EExxttrreemmee  HHoommee  MMaakkeeoovveerr  TTeeaamm

In August 2007, a team of Ballard Spahr lawyers and legal
assistants − BBaarrbbaarraa  CCaasseeyy,,  TTrraaccyy  SSiieebboolldd,,  SStteepphhaanniiee
MMaarrgguucccciioo, and KKiimm  ZZaavvaatttteerr − joined ABC’s Extreme
Makeover: Home Edition and Urban Promise Ministries to give
the Marrero family of Camden, New Jersey, a new home and
fresh start. Victor Marrero, a single parent who has raised five
sons under difficult circumstances, had been featured on an
ABC 20/20 special on children living in poverty. When Extreme
Makeover executives saw the program, they contacted the Rev.
Bruce Main, Executive Director of Urban Promise Ministries,
serving those living in poverty in Camden, particularly young
people. Urban Promise agreed to donate a portion of its
Pennsauken campus for this project. Ballard Spahr then
assisted in the transfer of the land and obtaining necessary
land development approvals before the Planning Board of the
Township of Pennsauken and the Camden County Planning
Board. In addition, attorneys in Ballard’s Family Wealth
Management Group − MMaarriillyynn  SSaannbboorrnnee and GGiill  NNuussbbaauumm −
prepared a will and powers of attorney for Mr. Marrero.

The N.J. “Extreme Makeover” team designated Urban Promises
Ministries as the recipient of its donation.

UUttaahh  SSeenniioorr  LLaaww  GGuuiiddee

For two years, SShhaarroonn  BBeerrtteellsseenn, in the Business and Finance
Department in Salt Lake City, led a massive effort by the Utah
State Bar to produce a guidebook for senior legal rights.
Working with the Utah State Bar Association, the Utah Division
of Aging and Adult Services, summer associates, other Ballard
lawyers, and Utah’s immediate past governor, Sharon
researched, drafted, and revised major portions of the 130-page
manual and oversaw its production and dissemination to social
and legal service workers and organizations throughout the
state.

Sharon designated the Division of Aging and Adult Services as
the recipient of her donation, which will be used to defray the
costs of publishing the manual.

DD..CC..  LLooww--IInnccoommee  HHoouussiinngg  RRiigghhttss

For more than two years, MMaarryy  GGrraaccee  FFoollwweellll, a Washington,
D.C., real estate associate, worked with Northwest One Council,
Inc., a nonprofit organization that represents tenants from
seven different HUD-subsidized properties, community
organizations, and churches in the Northwest One
neighborhood. A proposed redevelopment plan for the area left
many of the residents concerned about being displaced, and
distrustful of the administration. Mary Grace was instrumental
in educating neighborhood residents about their legal rights
and the opportunities the development plan presented for them
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to be part of a better community. Mary Grace gained the
residents’ trust and helped them successfully negotiate plans
with the District of Columbia to ensure the rights of low-income
residents during the redevelopment process and to preserve
their place in the redeveloped community. What had been a
very contentious relationship with the District is now much
more of a partnership thanks, in large part, to Mary Grace’s
ability to negotiate on the residents’ behalf.

Mary Grace donated her contribution to the Northwest One
Council.
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The following individuals are members of the firm’s Pro Bono Committee:

Scott J. Anderson (Atlanta) 678.420.9388
Leslie A. Eaton (Denver) 303.292.7302
Sarah Glover (Phoenix) 602.798.5467
Leslie C. Heilman (Wilmington) 302.252.4446
Anthony Kaye (Salt Lake City) 801.531.3069
Jeffrey W. Larroca (Washington) 202.661.2213
Vincent J. Marriott, III (Philadelphia) 215.864.8236
William C. Rhodes (Philadelphia) 215.864.8534
Mary Gay Scanlon (Executive Director Pro Bono) 215.864.8912
Robert Scott (Baltimore) 410.528.5527
Gareth Smith (Bethesda) 301.664.6211
Ariel Stern (Las Vegas) 702.387.3085
Scott Towers (Philadelphia) 215.864.8632
Dean C. Waldt (Voorhees) 856.761.3450
Lisa F. Whiteley (Pro Bono Coordinator) 215.864.8187
Lydia W. Wu (Los Angeles) 424.204.4321
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