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The Portal
PRO BONO NEWS AT BALLARD SPAHR 2014-2015

CHANGING THE STORY FOR  
FOSTER CHILDREN

More than 100,000 children in the United States are 
in the foster care system while they wait for permanent 
adoptive families. While the average wait for a 
child to be adopted is nearly four years, more than 
23,000 children age out of the foster system without a 
permanent family or home. Every day, Ballard Spahr 
lawyers across the f irm’s 14 of fices work to assist these 
vulnerable children and the families of fering them a 
loving home. We represent individual children and 
their caregivers and the organizations that support 
them.

• In October, Katayun “Kathy” Jaffari represented a 4 
year-old girl in an adoption hearing. Her father was 
never part of her life, and her mother disappeared shortly 
after the child was placed in foster care when she was 
9 months old. In 2012, Ballard Spahr lawyers took her 
case and worked with the Support Center for Child 
Advocates to find a loving family for the child. When 
adoption day finally arrived, 35 members of our client’s 
adoptive family drove more than an hour to Philadelphia 
to attend the hearing and welcome the little girl into 
their family.  

• Brieanna Wheeland cleared the way for adoption of 
another 4 year-old client in April. Abused by his mother 
and her partner, the little boy was removed from his 
home and spent two years in foster care. His father was 
in jail after, among other misdeeds, leading police on a 
high-speed car chase with the toddler in the back seat. 
Fortunately, the boy found a foster family that wanted to 
adopt him. Although his mother voluntarily relinquished 
her parental rights, his father was unable to participate in 

In 2014, Ballard Spahr lawyers and staff contributed more than 36,000 hours of pro bono 
service to those in need. Our commitment to pro bono service defines us, inspires us, and 
creates windows of opportunity for indigent clients, the communities in which we live and 
work, and the lawyers and staff who volunteer their talents.

Pro Bono
Creating Windows of Opportunity

Our client, with her new family, trying out the judge’s chair after 
he finalized her adoption.
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hearings to terminate his rights while incarcerated. The 
court repeatedly postponed them. Brieanna coordinated 
testimony by the various agencies involved in the child’s 
care, helped ensure that the father was able to participate 
in the hearing, and obtained necessary documentation of 
the father’s convictions and 16-year sentence. The court 
finally terminated the father’s parental rights, freeing 
the child for adoption by his devoted foster parents. To 
complete the story, the hearing was held on Brieanna’s 
birthday, just a few days before the birth of her first 
child. 

• Since 2011, lawyers in our Los Angeles office, working 
with the Alliance for Children’s Rights, have completed 
17 adoptions on National Adoption Day—which is 
celebrated to raise awareness of children in foster care 
waiting to find permanent, loving families. 

• Last fall, the Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada 
honored Bill Curran for his work on behalf of abused 
and neglected children. The organization produced a 
video tribute to Bill for that event, which featured one 
of his young clients, and is now available on the firm’s 
YouTube channel. Bill reports that, after his client was 
removed from an abusive home and placed with relatives, 
he is “a happy, good-natured boy who is a straight-A 
student.”  

• In April, the Children’s Law Center of the Volunteer 
Lawyers Program (VLP) of Maricopa County, Arizona 
recognized William “Bill” Hicks for his longtime 
commitment to pro bono adoption work. Bill, a public 
finance lawyer, says: “The thing I find most gratifying 
about volunteering through VLP is the opportunity to 
be of service to individuals and families who are unable 
to navigate through our legal system alone. They lack 
the ability and/or the money to engage qualified counsel 
on their own. Successfully completing an adoption that 
joins a loving family with an orphan, an abandoned or 
abused child, is truly gratifying.”

When Foster Care Ends

Unfortunately, many children in foster care don’t find 
families, and when they age out of the system, they face 
unique challenges. This year, our transactional lawyers used 
their legal skills to help children aging out of the foster care 
system.

• The Monkey and the Elephant, a coffee shop near the 
Philadelphia Art Museum “exists solely to employ and 
work with former foster youth,” according to its owner. 
Without such support, 25 percent of these young adults 
become incarcerated within the first two years of leaving 
foster care, and 40 percent will experience homelessness. 
The shop not only hires former foster kids for jobs, it 
also provides life skills training and support as they 
transition to adulthood. Richard Slavin, Christopher 
Jones, and William Rhodes helped the shop owner 
negotiate a storefront lease on a redeveloping business 
corridor that included several months of free rent, and 
obtained sales tax-exempt status to aid in the purchase of 
equipment.

• Starfish Asset Fund, a California venture that provides 
low-cost loans to former foster children, enables 
vulnerable young adults to build credit history, and their 
futures. Mark Furletti and Heather Klein helped the 
client form the business and begin issuing loans to young 
adults who could not obtain them from any other source, 
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at least not without usurious interest. The Starfish Asset 
Fund loans are often used to buy cars needed to travel 
to work and school, but also to pay medical expenses or 
repair bad credit.  

• Barbara Casey and Jeffrey Beenstock are working with 
a regional YMCA in New Jersey to develop affordable 
housing for youth aging out of the foster care system.  

CLEMENCY PROJECT LAUNCHES

More than 80 Ballard Spahr attorneys have signed up  
to volunteer for an unprecedented clemency program  
for nonviolent, long-term federal prisoners. The Clemency 
Project 2014, announced by the U.S. Department of Justice 
in April 2014, seeks to remedy consequences of last century’s 
mandatory sentencing laws. Those consequences include 
the perceived injustice of individuals serving long sentences 
for minor offenses that would be substantially shorter if 
imposed today and the expense of maintaining a federal 
prison system whose population exploded under mandatory 
sentencing laws.  

Marjorie “Margie” Peerce, a member of the working group 
that created Clemency Project 2014, calls the effort “the 
greatest criminal justice initiative in the United States in 
the past 50 years.” Margie came to the project as co-chair 
of the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers’ 
Sentencing Committee and is well-versed on federal 
sentencing guidelines.  

Working with the National Lawyers’ Committee for Civil 
Rights, the Clemency Project has recruited more than 
1,500 pro bono attorneys to screen applicants and prepare 
clemency petitions for eligible prisoners. Volunteers complete 

a six-hour online training before they are assigned a case. 
They then review the prisoner’s case and criminal history 
and prepare an executive summary concerning the prisoner’s 
eligibility. The Obama Administration has repeatedly 
expressed support for the project, and recently granted 
clemency to 22 prisoners.  

Margie prepared and presented the national volunteer ethics 
training last fall, with assistance from Elizabeth Lee, 
and helped the Clemency Project address thorny ethical 
issues inherent in staging a large volunteer project. Margie 
also mentors pro bono attorneys who have never handled 
criminal cases and conducts second-tier reviews to finalize 
which prisoners are eligible to file for clemency.  

Since the launch of the program, more than 30,000 federal 
inmates have applied. Successful applicants must have served 
10 or more years in prison with good conduct, and be low-
level, nonviolent offenders with no ties to gangs or other 
criminal organizations. Many applicants do not meet the 
criteria. As our lawyers dig into the case files, however, they 
find evidence to support clemency. The Utah team led by 
Blake Wade, managing partner of our Salt Lake City office, 
is reviewing a file in which the sentencing judge stated 
on the record that the prisoner’s case did not warrant the 
sentence that he was required to impose under now-obsolete 
mandatory rules.

With Margie’s enthusiastic lead, more than 80 Ballard Spahr 
lawyers (15 percent of our attorneys, spanning all offices and 
practice groups), have volunteered to screen prisoner cases. 
By March 2015, Ballard Spahr led the nation in the number 
of cases it had taken for review.  

The firm’s 2015 Alan J. Davis Award will be presented 
to our Clemency Project group. Our highest honor for 
outstanding public service, the award carries a $25,000 
donation which will be used in further support of this 
pro bono initiative. In addition, the New York State Bar 
Association has recognized Margie with its President’s Pro 
Bono Award for her outstanding leadership and efforts to 
mobilize pro bono participation in this groundbreaking 
initiative.

A Starfish loan recipient with her new car



4

Pro Bono
Creating Windows of Opportunity

VOTING RIGHTS 

Many of Ballard Spahr’s pro bono initiatives have 
grown out of the f irm’s commitment to the most 
fundamental democratic principal: the right to vote. 
Whether they are providing research assistance for 
legislative electoral reform, developing voting rights 
guides, enforcing those rights at the polls, or helping 
elderly or homeless citizens obtain birth certif icates so 
they can secure photo identification required under 
changes to voting laws, our lawyers devote thousands 
of hours annually to ensuring that eligible voters have 
a voice. 

Response to Shelby v. Holder 

After the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2013 decision in Shelby v. 
Holder struck down a key provision of the Voting Rights 
Act that required certain jurisdictions with a history of 
voting discrimination to pre-clear changes to election 
laws, Ballard Spahr lawyers worked with the Lawyers’ 
Committee for Civil Rights to gather information about 
voter discrimination at the state and local level. Our lawyers 
reviewed discrimination claims from the past 25 years and 
incorporated that information into a comprehensive report 
issued by the National Commission on the Voting Rights 
Act.

Last summer, the Lawyers’ Committee requested pro bono 
assistance for the second part of its response to the Shelby 
decision, preparing brief reports on voting administration 
and reform since 2002 for each state. Twenty-five Ballard 
lawyers and summer associates researched and prepared 
reports for a dozen states under the leadership of David 
Bodney, Blake Wade, and Lucretia Clemons. The firm 
also provided financial and logistical support for related 
hearings held by the Lawyers’ Committee last year in 
Philadelphia and Denver.   

Asian American Voting Rights and Patterns

We collaborated with the Asian American Legal Defense 
and Education Fund (AALDEF) on its voting rights and 
civic participation initiative last year. The firm hosted 
election protection training in Philadelphia, Atlanta, and 
Las Vegas, and recruited volunteers firm-wide for Election 
Day. The AALDEF initiative addresses barriers faced by 
Asian American voters, such as language, and sought to 
identify Asian American voting patterns that are overlooked 
in mainstream voter surveys. We also hosted AALDEF’s 
Philadelphia presentation of its findings after the 2014 
election.

CONSTITUTIONAL CHALLENGE TO 
CIVIL FORFEITURE 

Our civil forfeiture team, led by Jessica 
Anthony, won an important appeal 
this year that significantly strengthened 
Eighth Amendment analysis under 
Pennsylvania’s civil forfeiture statute. 
Notably, just two weeks prior to the 
decision in our case, U.S. Attorney 
General Eric Holder had limited the use 

of the federal civil forfeiture statute, in response to similar 
claims of abuse of process. The Pennsylvania Superior Court 
found that the Commonwealth’s civil forfeiture statute was 
unconstitutional as applied and strengthened the standard 
of proof necessary to confiscate property under that law. 
Our client’s home and car had been seized after her son was 
arrested for selling small amounts of marijuana, activity 
of which the client was unaware. The case is part of an 
ongoing challenge to civil forfeiture abuse in Pennsylvania 
in which we have collaborated with legal services agencies 

Jessica Anthony

SPOTLIGHT ON THE  
LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE  
FOR CIVIL RIGHTS

Ballard Spahr partners David Bodney, Lila Shapiro 
Cyr, Stephen Kastenberg, and Tom Sager serve 
on the governing boards of the national Lawyers’ 
Committee for Civil Rights Under Law. Formed in 
1963 at the request of President John F. Kennedy, 
the Lawyers’ Committee enlists the private bar’s 
leadership and resources in combating racial 
discrimination and the resulting inequality of 
opportunity. In 2014, our lawyers provided more 
than 1,700 hours of pro bono service to Lawyers’ 
Committee projects, including the Clemency Project 
2014, a multi-state research project and hearings 
involving the impact of the Supreme Court’s decision 
in Shelby v. Holder, and work to develop a grocery 
store in a Baltimore food desert.
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SMALL BUSINESSES & 
ENTREPRENEURS 

A regular part of our pro bono program is providing 
basic corporate legal assistance to small businesses, 
entrepreneurs, and nonprofit organizations that 
cannot af ford to pay market rates for legal services. 
Our economic development work takes several forms:

• Organizing and staffing small business and nonprofit 
clinics, with partners such as LawWorks and the 
Association of Corporate Counsel, and participating in 
Goldman Sachs’ 10,000 Small Businesses legal clinics in 
Salt Lake City and Philadelphia. In 2015, Ballard Spahr 
is leading an effort for the Association of Pro Bono 
Counsel to expand legal services for minority business 
owners in West Philadelphia.

• Taking referrals from Pro Bono Partnership, VIP/
LawWorks, Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts, the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), law school 
entrepreneurship clinics, and other agencies that address 
the legal needs of nonprofits and emerging businesses. 
We have taken two referrals from the USPTO’s new 
patent pro bono program under the America Invents Act, 
and are considering several more. Mary Anthony “Mary 
An” Merchant is supervising the project, and reports 
enthusiasm is high among our IP professionals. Mary An 
also brought us recognition as the first firm to accept 
a pro bono referral from Business Mentor, a New York 

and Professor Lou Rulli at the University of Pennsylvania. 
Although the district attorney petitioned the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court for review of the en banc decision, several 
other cases have settled in its wake. Jason Leckerman and 
Lisa B. Swaminathan also worked on the case.

PUBLIC HEALTH: BALLARD SPAHR 
SPEARHEADS WIN AGAINST BIG 
TOBACCO 

In April, a unanimous 
Pennsylvania 
Commonwealth Court, 
acting en banc, affirmed 
a lower court ruling 
that Pennsylvania 
is entitled to a $125 
million payment by Big 

Tobacco under the nationwide Tobacco Master Settlement 
Agreement. David Pittinsky and Burt Rublin represented 
the intended recipients of that payment, the Pennsylvania 
Cancer Alliance, a group of leading hospitals and cancer 
research centers, in the matter.  In the case, we successfully 
challenged a 2013 arbitration ruling that allowed Big 
Tobacco to reduce Pennsylvania’s annual share under the 
1998 nationwide settlement agreement for alleged failure 
to adequately enforce laws relating to the collection of 
payments from tobacco companies not included in the 
nationwide settlement. This Pennsylvania decision attracted 
national attention as the first appellate decision to issue 
among similar cases filed by Big Tobacco in several states.     

David Pittinsky Burt Rublin

For the third year in a row, over 25 Ballard Spahr lawyers 
participated in a small business clinic the firm hosted on Martin 
Luther King Day.
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State economic development program that links small 
businesses and emerging entrepreneurs in rural areas 
with the pro bono resources available from large firms. 
Mary An is assisting an emerging biotech company in 
upstate New York with a patent question.   

• Conducting training and participating in “legal audits” 
for small nonprofit organizations. Jean Hemphill and 
Patricia Cramer led a 2014 training for Philadelphia 
nonprofits. Wendy Choi  participated in a similar 
program in Atlanta and received the following thanks 
from a consumer advocacy group:

• Forming and counseling dozens of nonprofits annually 
for causes ranging from educational support, to historic 
preservation, and hunger relief. Diane Thompson and 
Christopher Meyers recently helped the newly formed 
YWCA of Nevada obtain tax-exempt status. 

• Assisting small businesses to drive change. From food 
truck operators seeking to reform and realign ordinances 
governing mobile food operations to a pediatric nurse 
developing a product to comfort her young patients, our 
pro bono attorneys  help small business clients to achieve 
their goals.

Ballard Spahr Launches Initiative to Assist 
Student Entrepreneurs 

Ballard Academy for 
Student Entrepreneurs 
(BASE) debuted in 
early February, designed 
to guide student 
entrepreneurs through 
the legal challenges that 
come with starting a 

business. Gregory Seltzer and Terrence Grugan are leading 
the effort with Kimberly Klayman and Brieanna Wheeland.  
The inaugural class of BASE clients were selected from a 
pool of local university applicants.  Ballard Spahr attorneys 
advise BASE clients on corporate governance and structure, 
draft and negotiate contracts, and counsel on a variety of 
business matters. In addition, BASE offers clients classes on 
legal issues likely to affect start-ups, including intellectual 
property, financing, tax, and employment law. Clients also are 
matched with business mentors from outside Ballard Spahr, 
who share business perspectives and advice. Finally, BASE 
launches its students in a final BASE JUMP convergence with 
investors, where students can pitch their product.  According 
to Seltzer, “BASE promotes local economic development 
by offering resources to our region’s young innovators. By 
encouraging the next generation of entrepreneurs to build and 
grow ventures in Philadelphia, BASE boosts the local business 
community and helps make our city a more attractive place 
for innovators to collaborate.” The next enrollment period for 
BASE will open on September 1. 

PRO BONO SERVICES TAKE THE STING 
OUT OF SLAPP SUITS 

A strategic lawsuit against public participation 
(SLAPP) is an action brought to intimidate outspoken 
critics with potentially ruinous damages or legal fees, 
in order to silence both the individual defendant 
and others with similar opinions. The availability of 
sophisticated pro bono services can protect advocates 
from SLAPP intimidation. 

Mortgage Scams – Lisa Swaminathan and John Grugan 
defended a Pennsylvania couple who were sued for defamation 
after they sought to organize victims of an alleged mortgage 
refinancing scam. The clients hired a refinancing agency to 
avert mortgage foreclosure, but later learned that the agency 
had a reputation for not delivering promised services in 
exchange for its hefty fees, which earned it an F grade with 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Gregory Seltzer Terence Grugan
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of the eviction proceedings, but at their breach of their 
agreement to occupy the apartment as required by the rent-
control ordinance. Tenants Together and other tenants’ 
rights groups have hailed the decision as a deterrent to 
the increase in filings of meritless anti-SLAPP motions by 
California landlords seeking to deter tenants from pursuing 
valid lawsuits. The appellate decision also provides a basis 
for tenants to recover attorney fees in response to such 
motions.  

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Many of our litigators take pro bono court 
appointments to represent defendants in criminal 
matters or prisoners who have filed civil rights cases. 
Two years ago, we recognized those ef forts with the 
f irm’s Alan J. Davis Award. In Philadelphia, Hank 
Hockeimer and John Grugan regularly undertake 
and supervise younger lawyers in this work. In New 
York, the courts look to our colleagues from the former 
Stillman & Friedman law firm when they need to 
appoint top-notch counsel .

James Mitchell will step down after 
nearly a decade of service on the Southern 
District of New York Criminal Justice 
Act panel, which provides pro bono 
representation to indigent federal criminal 
defendants. Jim has tirelessly shepherded 
dozens of pro bono criminal cases from 
arraignment to sentencing. The cases 

have ranged from drug trafficking to securities fraud to 
murder. Jim has spent countless hours at regional jails, 
counseling defendants through what are undoubtedly some 
of the toughest times of their lives. He has advised them, 
and their loved ones, through difficult decisions, attending 
proffer sessions, negotiating plea deals, arguing for favorable 
sentences, and going to trial. Jim is known for treating his 
clients with compassion, but being firm when he must.

His work and guidance also give his younger colleagues 
the opportunity to manage federal criminal cases, have 
direct and meaningful client contact, negotiate with federal 
prosecutors, write motions and sentencing submissions, and 
appear and argue in court. Jim has provided dedicated and 
thoughtful representation for countless defendants.  

While it is always inspiring to hear of our lawyers’ successes 
in their pro work, a “win” in the criminal defense context 
often may not always involve an acquittal or exoneration, but 

the Better Business Bureau. When our clients began an 
Internet campaign to seek redress and educate and organize 
others, the refinancing agency filed a defamation suit 
seeking $150,000 in damages, and obtained a court order 
limiting the advocates’ online speech before they were able 
to obtain counsel. John and Lisa succeeded in having the 
complaint withdrawn, and the clients were able to pursue 
their financial claims in a separate lawsuit.

Mental Health Advocacy – Anthony Kaye, Edward 
Chang, and Zaven Sargsian undertook a similar matter at 
the request of the Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law, 
representing an advocate for mental health reform who had 
criticized conditions at a residential treatment center for 
teens. The team is defending a defamation suit filed against 
the advocate after she made online allegations concerning 
the Diamond Ranch Academy in Utah.   

Tenants’ Rights – In a 
variation on this theme, 
we successfully defended 
a California tenant 
who was charged with 
having filed a SLAPP 
suit when he sought to 
challenge his landlord’s 

violation of rent control laws. Peter Haviland and Scott 
Humphreys undertook the representation at the request 
of Tenants Together, California’s statewide organization 
for tenant rights. In 2012 our client received a notice to 
vacate a rent-controlled apartment based on his landlords’ 
claim that they intended to move into the apartment, an 
exception to the rule that a tenant cannot be evicted without 
cause. In a settlement agreement, our client agreed to vacate 
the apartment if the proprietors promised to comply with 
rent-control laws. When the landlords failed to do so, our 
client sued for breach of the settlement agreement, and the 
landlords tried to strike the lawsuit under California’s anti-
SLAPP statute.

The California Court of Appeals held that the tenant’s 
lawsuit was not barred by the anti-SLAPP statute because 
his complaint was not directed at the landlords’ prosecution 

Peter Haviland Scott Humphreys

Jim Mitchell
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perhaps a lesser prison sentence. The work of these lawyers 
deserves recognition as it helps fulfill the constitutional right  
of every criminal defendant to representation. 

Capital Punishment Matters

Daniel Dougherty Update - Late last year, the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court finalized the order granting a new trial to 
our client, Daniel Dougherty, based on ineffectiveness of 
trial counsel. Dougherty was convicted of the 1985 arson 
murder of his two young sons and sentenced to death 
in 2002. In 2004, a Ballard Spahr team, led by David 
Fryman and Shannon Farmer, embarked on a legal odyssey 
through state, federal, and appellate courts to challenge 
Mr. Dougherty’s sentence and conviction. Ultimately, they 
proved that a fire marshal’s testimony that the fire had been 
deliberately set was based upon “junk” science and should 
have been challenged at the initial trial. Dozens of lawyers, 
paralegals, and law students have dedicated more than 
10,000 hours of pro bono representation over more than a 
decade. In 2013, the Commonwealth agreed to commute 
Mr. Dougherty’s sentence to life in prison. A new trial is 
scheduled for December 2015.

Lethal Injection Challenge

In Arizona, David Bodney and Chris Moeser assisted Yale 
University Law School’s Media Freedom and Information 
Access Clinic to file suit against the state of Arizona 
on behalf of The Guardian, the Associated Press, The 
Arizona Republic, The Arizona Daily Star, and two major 
television channels, arguing that its refusal to disclose 
information about the drugs used for lethal injection is a 

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY: 
HUNGER, NUTRITION & 
SUSTAINABLE FOODS

Nearly 20 percent of Georgians cannot be sure 
where they will find their next meal. More than a 
quarter of the state’s children live in food-insecure 
homes, meaning that more than 700,000 children 
regularly go to school hungry. Our Atlanta office 
tackles hunger in the community by collecting over 
three tons of food each year during the Georgia Bar 
Association’s annual food drive for the Georgia Food 
Bank Association.

The drive is part of the firm’s first formal social 
responsibility program—launched in 2014— to 
address hunger, nutrition, and sustainable food issues. 
The origin of this project was, fittingly, organic. 
We regularly provide pro bono legal services to food 
banks, community gardens, soup kitchens, and 
grocery stores in food deserts. Ballard Spahr attorneys 
and staff also devote significant volunteer and 
charitable efforts to dozens of agencies that address 
hunger relief and nutrition, including food drives, 
serving meals in soup kitchens, and several projects 
on Martin Luther King Jr., Day, a firm holiday to 
promote public service. In 2014, we realized that 
the sum of these efforts was greater than the parts, 
and began to address the issue under the umbrella of 
social responsibility. 

The catalyst for a new program was the firm’s 
relationship with Common Market, a nonprofit hub 
connecting healthy, locally sourced food from 

                                           continues on next page



9

2014-2015

breach of the public’s First Amendment right to know how 
the death penalty is being carried out. The suit comes in the 
wake of a botched July 2014 execution in which the lethal 
injection did not properly work. The U.S. Supreme Court 
has since announced that it will review the drug protocol 
used in executions in other states to determine whether 
the procedure violates the constitutional ban on cruel and 
unusual punishment. 

HOUSING & HOMELESSNESS

One of the most critical issues in poverty law is the 
need for af fordable housing. In addition to helping 
individual clients f ind and stay in their homes, we 
draw upon the considerable skills of our housing 
practice group when we provide pro bono services to 
develop af fordable housing.  

Housing for Homeless under the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act

Alicia Clark and Kerry O’Neill are working with the 
National Center for Poverty and Homelessness to allow a 
nonprofit organization to develop housing for the homeless 
under the McKinney–Vento Homeless Assistance Act, which 
authorizes transfer of surplus federal land to a nonprofit for 
use as low-income housing. We are assisting a nonprofit in 
Grand Junction, Colorado, to apply for surplus land to be 
used as a homeless shelter.  

Supportive Housing for Young Adults with 
Autism

Daniel Weber is assisting the Southwest Autism Research 
and Resource Center in the development of a new mixed-use 
project in Phoenix. Dan is preparing the form residential 
lease for First Place, a nonprofit that provides a supportive 
living environment for young adults with autism as they 
transition from home to independent living. The project 
will include 50 market-rate apartments, 16 additional living 
units for transitioning students, an education and training 
facility for providers serving the autism community, a small 
retail area, and a large multipurpose space. The form will 
be submitted to IRS as part of the 501(c)(3) application 
package.

continued from previous page

regional farms and food producers to inner city 
markets such as schools, hospitals, and urban farmers 
markets. Jean Hemphill and Jamie Bischoff 
lead the team representing the Philadelphia food 
distribution network and have assisted Common 
Market with trademark, contract, employment, and 
corporate governance issues over the past five years. 
In 2013 the firm affirmed its dedication to nutrition 
initiatives when it partnered with Common Market 
to participate in a Philadelphia tax-credit program to 
support the program’s work on inner-city nutrition. 
Ballard Spahr pledged to donate $850,000 to 
Common Market over the next decade. 

After a year, the benefits of formalizing our social 
responsibility initiative are clear. Expanding our 
focus to embrace volunteer and charitable efforts, 
along with pro bono legal service, has allowed us to 
include staff and family members in a shared project. 
Adopting a formal project encouraged members of 
the Ballard Spahr community to expand their efforts, 
adding new pro bono clients and service projects. 
For example, we facilitated a meeting between 
grocery stores serving food deserts in Maryland 
and Pennsylvania to access additional resources and 
compare best practices; we began representing food 
banks in New Jersey and Arizona; and we are making 
plans to host a food drive in Philadelphia in honor of 
Pope Francis’ September visit. We also paid attention 
to the nutritional well-being of firm personnel—
several offices started farm share programs—and now 
offer healthier meal and snack options.

The commitment to nutrition began in the 
communities where we live, but has expanded to 
remote corners of the world. Paul Casey, Linda 
Schakel, and Mary Grace Folwell are providing 
organizational advice to Lifetime Wells for Ghana, a 
nonprofit that funds the drilling of wells to provide 
safe drinking water in remote regions of Ghana and 
Tanzania. The organization has built more than 850 
wells in Ghana and almost 200 wells in Tanzania.

AWARDS CORNER

Please visit the Pro Bono page at 
www.ballardspahr.com to see the many honors given to 
our pro bono lawyers and projects this year.
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Housing for LGBT Seniors 

Mary Grace Folwell and Linda Schakel helped Mary’s 
Place for Older Adults, a housing development for elderly 
LGBT adults, to incorporate and file for tax-exempt 
status. Located in Washington, D.C., Mary’s Place fills the 
emerging need for housing for elderly LGBT adults who 
often lack family support.

Expedited Benefits for Homeless Clients 

For more than a year, Ballard Spahr lawyers, led by Brian 
Pedrow, have teamed up with Comcast attorneys and the 
Homeless Advocacy Project to expedite social security 
benefits claims for disabled homeless people through HAP’s 
SSI/SSDI Outreach, Access, and Recovery Program (SOAR). 
Access to such benefits allows disabled clients to break the 
cycle of homelessness. SOAR victories include: 

• Christopher Cognato and Carl Fridy obtained benefits 
for an EMT who was a first responder to the World 
Trade Center in the days following the September 11 
terrorist attacks. He was subsequently incarcerated and 
diagnosed with posttraumatic stress disorder, depression, 
anxiety, and schizophrenia. His medications leave him 
tired and unable to do prolonged or strenuous activity. 
Despite these setbacks, the client is now working in a 
recovery program designed to help him move to self-
sufficiency.

• Ann Riordan received favorable medical decisions on 
two very challenging SOAR assignments from HAP. 
In one instance, the Social Security Administration 
misdirected her file and refused to correct the error, but 
she still obtained a win for her very impaired, fragile 
young client, a 22-year-old homeless victim of child 
abuse with two children of her own.  

INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS

Immigration and human rights cases of fer a range of 
advocacy opportunities to help clients with compelling 
stories. For years, this has been one of Ballard Spahr’s 
most popular areas of pro bono service, with attorneys 
providing over 7,000 hours of pro bono services last 
year alone.

Asylum – A Year of Client Victories. With an active 
asylum practice group, led by Jason Leckerman and Mitch 
Katz, and a team approach to representation, our pro bono 
lawyers maintained their perfect record of obtaining asylum 
for clients, including: 

• LGBT Asylum – in August, Ruth Uselton, Katherine 
Atkinson, and Carey Kenny secured asylum for a pro 
bono client who had f led Kyrgyzstan after suffering 
persecution because of his homosexuality. Kyrgyzstan 

Habitat for Humanity New Jersey recently recognized 
Jeffrey Beenstock, David Haworth, and Barbara Casey 
(pictured with Habitat officers) for their continuing pro 
bono efforts. Most recently, the Ballard Spahr team helped 
Habitat clear title to a property for a Veteran’s Build project 
beginning this spring. They also are helping to negotiate a 
significant land donation and provide other legal services 
to facilitate an affordable housing project in Springfield 
Township, New Jersey. 
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is intolerant of gay men, and our client, a 24-year-old 
human rights advocate, was at significant risk. He had 
been denied asylum once, before he obtained counsel, 
which established a presumption against granting his 
application when he refiled. When he initially filed, 
the client was not yet willing to openly present himself 
as gay. The client ultimately received a national LGBT 
scholarship and attends an Ivy League university. We are 
adapting our practice to keep up with evolving LGBT 
asylum law.   

• Religious Persecution – Sarah Schindler Williams, 
Jessica Watt, Jodena Carbone, Jennifer Feden, and 
Kaleena Laputka helped an Egyptian Coptic Christian 
secure asylum based on a presentation of evidence of 
the dire situation for Coptic Christians in a post-Arab 
Spring Egypt. When the judge announced her decision, 
the client, his wife, and their teenage daughter cried 
tears of joy, which led the judge to wipe back a few tears 
herself. Sarah reported, “It’s easy to forget in the midst 
of editing a 40-page brief why we take on this kind 
of work pro bono but [the client] and his family are a 
wonderful reminder of why we continue to help those 
who have legitimate fears of future persecution in their 
home countries and what it means to their futures to be 
granted asylum in the United States.” Ruth Uselton also 
pitched in during Sarah’s maternity leave. 

• Political Oppression in Haiti – Lindsey Breedlove 
led a team including Irene Lax and Allison In that 
won asylum for a former security guard to the U.S. 
Ambassador in Haiti. The man fell victim to kidnapping 
and intimidation because of his criticism of the 
Haitian government’s repression of journalists and his 
membership in an organization that helps the poor and 
children. His house was ransacked and he was shot at 
and his older brother had been murdered for political 
reasons. We are now representing another family member 
who has been subjected to similar persecution.

• Dissident Syrian students – Kevin Hathcock has taken 
the lead on two cases involving Syrian students attending 
school in the United States who cannot return home 
safely due to their online opposition to their government. 
Kevin, an attorney in Atlanta, handled a dramatic 
hearing in which he received late notice that the first 
client’s case would be heard in New Jersey the following 
day. His willingness to drop everything for his pro bono 
client was rewarded by another asylum victory. The 
client, a Fulbright scholar, recently started a job on Wall 
Street. The Atlanta asylum team is waiting for a hearing 
date for the second Syrian student, after immigration 
authorities lost her file and it had to be reconstructed. 
Our team is also working on an application for a client 
from the Congo. Their efforts earned them an award of 
Pro Bono Law Firm of the Year by the Georgia Asylum 
and Immigration Network. 

Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS) – The 
humanitarian crisis in Central and South America has 
brought tens of thousands of immigrant children to the 
United States, many entering the country alone after 
perilous journeys. Some are deported immediately, others 
are allowed to join relatives in the United States while 
their eligibility to remain here is assessed. With no right 
to or funding for legal representation, and handicapped 
by language barriers and age, it is extremely difficult for 
these children to attain legal status without pro bono 
representation. Carl Roberts leads a group of Philadelphia 
attorneys who have concentrated their pro bono practice 
in this work. Recently, attorneys in our Philadelphia and 
Wilmington offices developed a joint project with DuPont 
lawyers to represent these children. Erika Caesar, Suzanne 
Lufadeju, Matthew Summers, and Jessica Watt are 
participating in that effort.

In March, Kathy Jaffari traveled to Haiti on a trip sponsored 
by NRG to install solar panels at schools and hospitals.
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UVISAs for Immigrant Victims of Crime

Jenny Perkins obtained a U-Visa for a woman who had 
been subjected to serious physical abuse by her boyfriend. 
When we first met the client, she was fearful and defeated, 
hoping only to find a way to protect herself and her teenage 
daughter. A year later, her entire demeanor has changed, and 
she wept tears of joy when Jenny told her that her U-Visa 
had been approved. Thanks to Jenny’s advocacy, the client 
and her daughter have legal residency in the United States, 
and their future looks bright: The abuser has been deported, 
the mother is employed, and the daughter is enrolled in a 
local high school, where she is doing well. 

Human Trafficking in PA and AZ

In Phoenix, Lauren McKeon helped a victim of human 
trafficking secure legal residency and reunite with her 
17-year-old son. In 2008, the 55-year-old woman had been 
lured to the United States from the Philippines with a 
promise of well-paid work in a hotel. Instead, she was placed 
by traffickers at an assisted living facility in Arizona. She 
was forced to live at the facility and work a 24-hour schedule 
as a caregiver for almost no pay. When she finally gathered 
the courage to escape, her cooperation with law enforcement 
officers made her eligible for a T-Visa, which will allow her 
to stay in the United States and be joined by her son. Our 
client is overjoyed to be reunited soon with her son, whom 
she has not seen in six years.  

We also obtained a T-Visa for a Mexican victim of 
human trafficking. When only 16, the young woman was 
kidnapped and smuggled into the United States, where she 
was forced into prostitution by physical abuse and threats 
against her family. After several years of being trafficked 
in Pennsylvania and New York, she escaped and now has 
a family of her own. Her cooperation with police led to 
deportation of the operators of a chain of brothels. Ruth 
Uselton and Carl Roberts led the effort to obtain the 
T-Visa. 

Iraqi Refugee Assistance Project - Last fall, we helped 
an Afghani refugee, who had been targeted by the Taliban 
for assisting the U. S. Army, resettle in California with his 
family. He had worked as an interpreter with the Army 
and applied to resettle in the United States after his family 
began receiving threatening letters from the Taliban. Before 
his request was granted, the interpreter’s wife and sister-in-
law were injured when the Taliban fired upon the family’s 
car. Sana Din worked with the Iraqi Refugee Project and 
students at the University of Pennsylvania Law School to 
assist the interpreter in obtaining permission to resettle.

DARFUR    

In 2014, Ballard Women launched its first pro bono 
project, researching and writing a detailed white paper on 
international legal remedies to address sexual and gender-
based violence in Darfur, Sudan. The work was requested 
by an international non-governmental organization, Legal 
Action Worldwide (LAW), a network of prominent human 
rights lawyers and advisers working to improve access to 
justice and legal redress for those suffering from human 
rights violations. The project was a natural follow up to our 
asylum representation of Hawa Salih, the Darfuri human 
rights activist. Twenty-seven Ballard Spahr attorneys worked 
on the matter, investing over 800 hours in the project. LAW 
was so pleased with the results that the group was invited to 
present at a conference in Kenya (we participated by Skype), 
and has been asked to consider bringing a civil case in the 
United States under the Torture Victims Prevention Act. 

Ballard Spahr’s Scott Cockerham and Christopher Lemming 
were named Pro Bono Attorneys of the Year by the Tahirih Justice 
Center this spring for their representation of a single mother fleeing 
domestic violence inflicted upon her family by a convicted sex 
trafficker.  
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HONORING OUR HEROES

We are honored to provide pro bono services  
to public servants who put their lives at risk for us all .

Representing Children of Fallen Firefighter

Last year, Philadelphia’s first female firefighter to die in the 
line of duty left behind two children and a tangled estate. 
The court-appointed lawyer for the children asked our firm 
to have an independent guardian appointed to protect the 
children’s interests in their mother’s estate, based on our pro 
bono representation of another pair of orphaned siblings the 
year before. William Igoe prepared and filed the petition 
on behalf of the advocate and will continue to provide 
assistance as the case proceeds.

Service for Older Veterans

As our veterans age, they sometimes fall prey to financial 
scams. William Hicks is representing one of the last World 
War II glider squadron pilots in an effort to avert foreclosure 
on his home. The veteran, in his 90s, and his wife are in 
poor health and may have been coerced into signing away 
the rights to their home.

Rachel Mentz and Sarah Wallace are working with 
a veteran on a claim that the veteran’s daughter 
misappropriated his benefits while he was hospitalized with 
a serious medical condition.

Wills for Heroes Update

In the past decade, Wills for Heroes has provided free estate 
planning documents to more than 65,000 first responders, 
veterans, and their spouses. As an inaugural supporter 
of the Wills for Heroes program, Ballard Spahr regularly 
host clinics around the country, often in partnership with 
in-house counsel. We staged eight events with corporate 
clients in 2014, and dozens more in cooperation with 
local bar associations. Daniel McKenna and Carolyn 
Capobianco are part of the national Wills for Heroes 
leadership.

TRANSGENDER NAME PROJECT 

Securing a legal name change is an important step to 
helping transgender individuals fully transition and match 
their experience and appearance. Without appropriate 
identity documents, they struggle to apply for jobs, school, 
and public benefits, and often have a hard time renting 
an apartment or dealing with authorities. They also are 
more likely to experience harassment and discrimination, 
and every official encounter necessitates a discussion of 
transgender issues.  

Several years ago, lawyers in our New Jersey office, led by 
Mary Cate Gordon, Amy Bashore, and Denise Keyser, 
began working on name change petitions referred by the 
Mazzoni Center in Philadelphia. Last summer, Nevada Legal 
Services approached our Las Vegas Office and asked if we 
would work on a project with the Gender Justice group to 
assist transgender individuals with name change petitions. 
In less than six months, lawyers and paralegals in Las 
Vegas have accepted 20 cases. Bill Curran, Maren Parry, 
Christopher Myers, and Anne Marie Hansen are leading 
the effort. According to Bill, “[I]n terms of benefit conferred 
per unit of work, or bang for the buck, our transgender 
petitions have to take the cake.” He noted that the name 
change dramatically improves quality of life for a group 
that, on average, has a very low per-capita income. 

SUMMER ASSOCIATES 

Each of Ballard Spahr’s 2014 summer associates had 
the opportunity to sample pro bono work during their 
internship with the firm. The summer associates’ work 
included:

• researching voting rights issues in a dozen states  
for the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights;

• conducting intake at a homeless legal clinic in 
Philadelphia;

• drafting nonprofit applications for federal tax-exempt 
status;
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• preparing research memos for the Anti-Defamation 
League on a range of potential litigation topics in 
Philadelphia, Washington, D.C., and Denver;

• working on prisoner civil rights cases;

• preparing social security disability cases for hearing;

• researching policy issues for a food truck collaborative;

• preparing cases to prevent forfeiture of family members’ 
assets based on criminal activity by their relatives; and 

• working on a reorganization matter for a national civil 
rights initiative. 

Those summer associates having a pro bono requirement for 
graduation or admission to the bar are invited to work with 
Ballard Spahr lawyers to meet their pro bono obligations. 

CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

In 1990, lawyers at Community Legal Services of 
Philadelphia won a landmark U.S. Supreme Court case that 
made tens of thousands of low-income, disabled children 
eligible for Social Security benefits. In Sullivan v. Zebley, 
the Supreme Court struck down regulations that the Social 
Security Administration had used to deny benefits to 
disabled children under the Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI) program. For the past five years, our Children’s SSI 
team in New Jersey has racked up a stream of victories for 
young clients referred by South Jersey Legal Services. 

• In September, Paul Jenkins, David Haworth, and 
Lori Clarke-Ratliff won disability benefits for a child 
who has significant developmental delays as a result of 
her premature birth—her birth weight was less than 
two pounds. Now 9, the girl has Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder, gross motor delays, speech 
problems, behavioral problems, and fine motor problems, 
but had been denied disability benefits. The Ballard 
Spahr team successfully reversed that determination.   

• Michele Ventura and John Kearney represented a 
family seeking Social Security benefits for their seventh- 
grade daughter who had been diagnosed with learning 
and behavioral disabilities. When they met with the 
family, they learned that the child was not receiving 
special education at school, although she was failing 
most of her classes. While not within their original brief, 
our team quickly realized that the child could benefit 
from receiving special education services. They urged 
the mother to seek special education services, and, when 
her initial request was denied, assisted the family to 
renew the request and submit the necessary diagnostic 
information to the school. The school eventually agreed 
to provide special education services, and that agreement 
will support the outstanding claim for disability benefits. 

In both Philadelphia and Baltimore, our attorneys 
take referrals from medical legal partnerships serving 
youngsters with disabilities. In Philadelphia, we have begun 
representing families identified by the Medical/Legal Clinic 
at St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children, organized by the 
Legal Clinic for the Disabled. Eileen Quigley and Rosetta 
Packer have helped parents obtain legal guardianship over 
their profoundly disabled children before they turn 18, a 
step that is necessary for families to continue providing 
for an adult child’s legal and medical needs. In Baltimore, 
Amy McClain has spearheaded our partnership with Project 
HEAL, through which we provide institutional support 
and pro bono services to patients at the Kennedy Krieger 
Institute. Amy, William McDaniel, Lila Shapiro-Cyr, 
Michael Skojec, and Bisi Okubadejo have worked on 
projects ranging from special education and immigration 
cases to drafting training materials. 

Ballard Spahr partner Sarah Wallace and Denver summer associates 
met with former Colorado Governor Ritter at the conclusion of the 
Denver ADL program.
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BANKRUPTCY

While conf licts with our regular bankruptcy and 
consumer finance practices often preclude our 
acceptance of  pro bono matters for debtors in 
bankruptcy, our recent ef forts in this area include the 
following:

Grant Cartwright has undertaken two cases from the pro 
bono panel at the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in Phoenix. He 
represented an individual from the Bangladeshi community 
who had loaned a friend a significant sum of money. The 
friend repaid Grant’s client just prior to filing bankruptcy. 
After the filing, the bankruptcy trustee sued our client to 
void the payment. Grant successfully negotiated a settlement 
that permitted his client to retain a significant portion of 
the repaid funds. In the second case, Grant and Michael 
Myers are representing the ex-wife of a debtor in bankruptcy 
to recover money owed to her under their divorce decree.

Andrew Petrie recently took an appointment from the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court in Colorado. He is advising a client 
challenging dischargeability of a debt under Sections (523)
a(2) and (a)(4) of the Bankruptcy Code.

Brent Weisenberg is organizing participation by our 
attorneys in the New York City Bar’s Pro Bono Consumer 
Bankruptcy Project, a clinic that helps people determine 
whether they are eligible to file for bankruptcy.  

LAND USE 

While representation of low-income individuals is 
the backbone of our pro bono program, we also have 
opportunities for Ballard Spahr attorneys to utilize 
their specialized legal skills to advance broader 
community service projects. This is particularly true 
for real estate projects.   

Mount Moriah Cemetery Receivership

In September, Matthew McClure and Michael Fabius 
secured a judicial decree appointing a receivership to 
rehabilitate the historic Mount Moriah Cemetery, the 
largest cemetery in Pennsylvania. Located on the outskirts 
of Philadelphia, the cemetery was founded in 1855 by the 
Pennsylvania Legislature, and is the final resting place 
of 5,000 veterans, including 23 recipients of the Medal 
of Honor, and national icon Betsy Ross. After it was 
abandoned by its owners and last employee, the cemetery 

became a venue for drugs and prostitution and an area 
of blight that affected surrounding neighborhoods. With 
ownership of the cemetery uncertain, civic leaders asked 
Ballard Spahr to help acquire control of the cemetery and 
establish a governing board to manage it. Work has begun 
to restore the cemetery to its former dignity, and establish a 
perpetual plan of maintenance.

Bill Curran is working with the Girl Scouts of Southern 
Nevada to retain land in the Calico Basin that was donated 
to them by the U.S. Department of Interior’s Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) in 1949. The BLM agreement 
requires regular use and maintenance of the property, which 
is somewhat hazardous and in a very remote area. As a 
result, the Girl Scouts have not regularly used the property 
and BLM wants to reclaim it. The Girl Scouts have launched 
a fundraising campaign to develop new initiatives for use of 
the property and Bill is negotiating with BLM to permit the 
Girl Scouts to retain ownership.
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WINDOW ON PRO BONO

What inspires our attorneys to offer 
pro bono service? What causes our 
patent lawyers to take asylum cases, tax 
lawyers to file grandparent adoptions, 
public finance lawyers to file U-Visa 
applications, securities lawyers to 
represent abused and neglected children, 
and commercial litigators to represent 

prisoners in clemency petitions?  

There are probably as many answers as there are lawyers. 
When we asked, Ballard Spahr lawyers told us that they do 
pro bono work for the following reasons:

• Sense of justice, or injustice

• Professional obligation

• Desire to give back

• Opportunity to learn new area of law

• Intriguing legal or social issue

• Compelling factual situation 

• Professional development

• Personal connection to issue

• Desire to connect with others

• Change from daily routine

• Gratitude 

Our attorneys have heart, and they bring that heart  
to their pro bono work. No matter what inspires 
them, they inspire us.

PRO BONO 
COMMITTEE

If you would like information on how to become 
involved in pro bono work, please contact any 
member of Ballard Spahr’s Pro Bono Committee:

Mary Gay Scanlon 
Pro Bono Counsel 
215.864.8912

Lisa F. Whiteley 
Director of Practice 
Management Pro Bono 
215.864.8187

Mayra Troendle 
Administrative Assistant 
215.864.8161

Jeffrey S. Beenstock  
New Jersey 
856.761.3417 

Sanjay Bhandari 
San Diego 
619.487.0781

John R. Carrigan, Jr. 
Los Angeles 
424.204.4338

Bill Curran 
Las Vegas 
702.387.3084

Leslie A. Eaton 
Denver 
303.299.7302

Daniel B. Englander 
Atlanta 
678.420.9538 

Joseph A. Kanefield 
Phoenix 
602.798.5468

Stephen J. Kastenberg 
Philadelphia 
215.864.8122

Anthony C. Kaye 
Salt Lake City 
801.531.3069

Elizabeth J. Lee 
Phoenix 
602.798.5430 

Timothy McCormack 
Baltimore 
410.528.5680

Mary Anthony  
Merchant, PhD  
Atlanta 
678.420.9428

Katherine M. Noonan 
Bethesda 
301.664.6212

Constantinos G. 
Panagopoulos 
Washington 
202.661.2202

Marc D. Patterson 
Washington, DC 
202.661.7602

Patrick H. Pugh 
Denver 
303.299.7325

William C. Rhodes 
Philadelphia 
215.864.8534

Tesia N. Stanley 
Salt Lake City 
801.517.6825

Scott P. Towers 
Philadelphia 
215.864.8632

Glen P. Trudel 
Wilmington 
302.252.4464

Sarah B. Wallace 
Denver 
303.299.7334 

Erik M. Zissu 
New York 
212.223.0200 x8017

Mary Gay Scanlon
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